
 

June 2019 Senior English: Style and Language Summer Reading List and Choices 

 
 
        

Dear Boston Prep Rising 12th Grade Student and Families, 
 

As you know, reading is a crucial skill to be successful in school, college and beyond. At Boston Prep, we want all 
students to continually grow as readers.  One way we do this is through our summer reading program.  Reading during the 
summer preserves reading skills learned during the school year1.  Research shows that students who read over the summer 
retain more of what they learned during the school year and that “Students who read widely and frequently are higher 
achievers than students who read rarely and narrowly.”2 Summer reading is also a great way for students to discover new 
books and authors and to simply fall in love with a great book. Below is the summer reading assignment and the required 
books to read. 

  
Basic Summer Reading Requirements and Expectations:  
 

 You will be required to read two texts over the summer to prepare for our work together in the fall: one required book 
and one choice book. All students in the English Style and Language course will be required to read When Breath Becomes 
Air by Paul Kalanithi. The second text you may choose from the list on the next page. All reading and note-taking must be 
completed by August 27th, 2019.  
 

 As you read, you must take notes on the following things: 
o Record the ethical assertions that Kalanithi makes throughout the text on a separate sheet of paper.  

 [Example of an ethical assertion in the text: “Our suffering can make us callous [hardened] to 
the suffering of another” p. 31] 

o Identify scenes, pages, or sentences that you find personally compelling, surprising, beautiful, or that 
provokes emotion (positive or negative) in some way. You should take notes on these moments, 
recording the moment, the emotion it evoked, and the page number.  

 [Example: “Words began to feel as weightless as the breath that carried them” p. 43 Image of 
wanting to put ACTION to his WORDS] 
 

 Prepare to write about and discuss our required reading text starting during the first week of school. You can expect your 
first Mastery assessment (an in-class essay) to be related to this text.  

 Prepare to utilize your reading of the text you choose throughout the school year as a way for you to achieve “Advanced,” 
on our Writing and Discussion rubrics.  

 Boston Prep will load each student a copy of the required text for the summer.  Each student must return this 
copy to their ELA teacher at the beginning of the year. Students who do not return a copy of the book in good 
condition will have to pay for the cost of the book.  

 Students will be able to choose their second text from the list on the following pages. Students may also propose a book 
that is not listed.  However, a student who wants to read a book that is not on the list or who is looking for a suggestion 
must see his/her ELA teacher before Friday, June 21, 2019 for approval.   

 
All summer reading information is also available on the school’s website, www.bostonprep.org.  We thank you for your 

continued support; if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Reading! 

  

Laurie Bacon,  ELA Department Chair    Eileen Callahan, Chief Academic Officer 
617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5313 (direct)     617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5319 (direct)   
lbacon@bostonprep.org      ecallahan@bostonprep.org 

                                                           
1 1  Smith, Lorna. “Slowing the Summer Slide.” http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-

Summer-Slide.aspx 
2 2 “Facts about Kids and Reading” Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 

mailto:lbacon@bostonprep.org
mailto:ecallahan@bostonprep.org
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational
http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixs8CGgbLMAhWJZj4KHVebDIQQjRwIBw&url=http://literacyconnects.org/2013/02/celebrate-love-of-reading-month-with-literacy-connects/&psig=AFQjCNHLk5eIuQDQmY1lWaOGKqCkH6_uQA&ust=1461956093614116
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Required Reading: 
 

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi  
At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul 

Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage four lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and 

the next he was a patient struggling to live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined 

evaporated. What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do when the future, no 

longer a ladder toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual present? What does it mean to 

have a child, to nurture a new life as another fades away? These are some of the questions Kalanithi 

wrestles with in this profoundly moving memoir. **This text connects to Unit One: The 

Individual: What will I bring to our world?, Unit Five: Science and Technology—Impacting 

Our Lives and Testing our Ethical Beliefs, and Unit Seven: Humanity and Our Obligations to 

Each Other** 

Secondary Text Choices: 
Our course’s overarching theme throughout the year will ask the question: What is my relationship with the world around 
me? Each unit, we will discuss an important part of society and what our ethical beliefs and perspectives are about it. See the 
chart below for each unit’s primary focus. The text choices for your second summer reading book tie to some of our units 
below.  
 

Unit One The Individual: What will I bring to our world? 

Unit Two Religion, God, and Social Ethics 

Unit Three Environment: How do we affect it, and how should we influence it? 

Unit Four Political and Other Power Structures in Relationship with Civic Duties  

Unit Five Science and Technology—Impacting our lives and testing our ethical beliefs 

Unit Six Educational Systems and Societal Equity 

Unit Seven Humanity and our Obligations to Each Other 

 
  
Evicted by Mathew Desmond 
In Evicted, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows eight families 
in Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Hailed as “wrenching and revelatory” 
(The Nation), “vivid and unsettling” (New York Review of Books), Evicted transforms our 
understanding of poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving one of 
21st-century America’s most devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind 
us of the centrality of home, without which nothing else is possible. **This text ties to Unit Four: 
Political and Other Power Structures in Relationship with Civic Duties, Unit Six: Educational 
Systems and Societal Equity, and Unit Seven: Humanity and our Obligations to Each Other** 

 
 
Devil in the White City by Erik Larson 
The true tale of two men--the brilliant architect behind the legendary 1893 World's Fair, striving to 
secure America's place in the world; and the cunning serial killer who used the fair to lure his victims 
to their death. Two men, each handsome and unusually adept at his chosen work, embodied an 
element of the great dynamic that characterized America's rush toward the twentieth century. The 
architect was Daniel Hudson Burnham, the fair's brilliant director of works and the builder of many 
of the country's most important structures, including the Flatiron Building in New York and Union 
Station in Washington, D.C. The murderer was Henry H. Holmes, a young doctor who, in an evil 
parody of the White City, built his "World's Fair Hotel" just west of the fairgrounds—a torture palace 
complete with dissection table, gas chamber, and 3,000-degree crematorium. What makes the story all 
the more chilling is that Holmes really lived, walking the grounds of that dream city by the lake. 
**This text ties to Unit Five: Science and Technology—Impacting Our Lives and Testing Our 

Ethical Beliefs, and Unit Seven: Humanity and Our Obligations to Each Other** 
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 Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 
In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance 
into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when 
World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed 
flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, 
against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay 
thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a 
trial even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with 
ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph 
or tragedy, would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will. This text contains some strong 
language and some scenes of violence associated with World War II. **This text ties to Unit One: 
The Individual, and to Unit Seven: Humanity and Our Obligations to Each Other** 

 
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 
The Poisonwood Bible is a fictional story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a 
fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry 
with them everything they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it—from garden 
seeds to Scripture—is terribly transformed on African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one 
family's tragic undoing and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in 
postcolonial Africa. The novel is set against one of the most dramatic political moments of the 
twentieth century: the Congo's fight for independence from Belgium, the murder of its first elected 
prime minister, the CIA coup to install his replacement, and the treacherous progress of a world 
economic order that robs the new African nation of its autonomy. The story is narrated by the 
preacher’s wife and his four daughters. These sharply observant girls, who arrive in the Congo with 
racial preconceptions forged in 1950s Georgia, each must strike her own separate path to salvation. 

Their passionately intertwined stories become a compelling exploration of moral risk and personal responsibility. **This text 
ties to Unit Two: Religion, God and Social Ethics** 

 
 


