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June, 2019 

Dear Boston Prep Rising Seventh Grade Students and Families,  

As you know, reading is a crucial skill to be successful in school, college, and beyond.  At Boston Prep, we want all students to continually 

grow as readers.  One way we do this is through our summer reading program.  Reading during the summer preserves reading skills learned 

during the school year.  Research shows that students who read over the summer retain more of what they learned during the school year 1 

and that “Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than students who read rarely and narrowly.”2  Summer reading is 

also a great way for students to discover new books and authors and to simply fall in love with a great book.   

Enclosed is a summer reading assignment and the required book to read for their 7th grade history course, The American Story.  Students 

are expected to read one book over the summer for their history course in addition to the book they are assigned for ELA and 

the choice book. Please review all the enclosed materials and work to complete all components before August 27th, 2019. Boston 

Prep will loan each student a copy of this book for the summer.  Each student is expected to return this copy to the school at the 

beginning of the school year.  Students who do not return a copy of the book in good condition will have to pay for the cost of the book.   

In the 7th Grade History course, The American Story, we will explore major events in American history, such as the Revolutionary War, the 

writing of the Constitution, the Civil War and the Civil Rights movement by examining primary source documents and reading historical 

fiction books that bring these events to life.  In this course there is an emphasis on analyzing the experience of African Americans through 

our country’s history.  The protagonists in the four novels we will read are all young people of color.   

In preparation for this class all rising 7th graders have been assigned one of the following six books.  

 Becoming by Michelle Obama 

 Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 

 The Beloved World of Sonia Sotomayor by Sonia Sotomayor 

 Of Thee I Sing by Barack Obama 

 Condoleezza Rice: A Memoir of My Extraordinary, Ordinary Family and Me by Condoleeza Rice 

 X by Ilyasah Shabazz 

Students will be provided with a note tracker to complete while they read their book.  In this tracker students will be recording evidence 

from each chapter that answers our essential question: What does it mean to be Black and excellent and/or Latinx and excelent in 

America? When students return in August they will meet with other classmates who read the same book and they will create a presentation 

to share with the class.   

All summer reading information is also available on the school’s website, www.bostonprep.org.  We thank you for your continued support; 

if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Reading! 

 

  

Brandon Springer, History Department Chair   Eileen Callahan, Chief Academic Officer 
617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5367 (direct)     617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5319 (direct)   
bspringer@bostonprep.org      ecallahan@bostonprep.org 
 

 

                                                      
1  Smith, Lorna. “Slowing the Summer Slide.” http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-
Slide.aspx 
2 “Facts about Kids and Reading” Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 
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Questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation about books: 

Before reading the book, ask: 

 Why did you select this book? 

 What makes you think this book is going to be interesting? 

 What do you think the book is going to be about? 

 Does this book remind you of anything you've already read or seen? 

 What kind of characters do you think will be in the book? 

 What do you think is going to happen? 
 

While reading the book, ask: 

 Will you catch me up on the story? What's happened so far? 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 If you were that character, what would you have done differently in that situation? 

 If the main character in that story lived next door, would you guys be friends? 

 What does the place look like in your head as you read? Would you want to visit there? 

 Did you learn any new words or facts so far? 
 

After finishing the book, ask: 

 What was your favorite part of the book? Why? 

 Who was your favorite character? Why? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would? 

 Did the problem of the book's plot get solved? 

 If you could change one thing in the book, what would you change? Why?  
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