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June, 2019 

Dear Boston Prep Rising 9th grade Student and Families,  

As you know, reading is a crucial skill to be successful in school, college, and beyond.  At Boston Prep, we want all students to 

continually grow as readers.  One way we do this is through our summer reading program.  Reading during the summer 

preserves reading skills learned during the school year.  Research shows that students who read over the summer retain more 

of what they learned during the school year 1 and that “Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than 

students who read rarely and narrowly.”2  Summer reading is also a great way for students to discover new books and authors 

and to simply fall in love with a great book.   

Enclosed is a summer reading assignment and the required book to read.  Students are expected to read two books over 

the summer, one required book and one choice book.  Please review all the enclosed materials and work to 

complete all components before returning to school in August. Your ELA teacher will assess summer reading in 

class at the beginning of the 2019-20 school year.  Make sure you have read the required book and your choice book by 

the first day of classes.  Please make sure to return the required summer reading book to your ELA teacher at the start of the 

school year.  One of the best ways to support summer reading is by simply having conversations about books.  Included with 

this note are some questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation.   

RISING 9th GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read two books over the summer, one required book and one choice book.   

1. Required book:  the following short stories from The Thing Around Your Neck by Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche 

 “Cell One” 

 “A Private Experience” 

 “Imitation” 

 “The Shivering” 

 “Tomorrow is Too Far” 

 “The Arrangers of Marriage” 

 “The Thing Around Your Neck” 

Boston Prep will loan each student a copy of this book for the summer.  Each student must return this copy to the school at 

the beginning of the school year.  Students who do not return a copy of the book in good condition will have to pay for the 

cost of the book.   

2. Choice book:  One of the books listed on the page at the end of this packet 

Students may also propose a book that is not listed.  However, a student who wants to read a book that is not on the 

list or who is looking for a suggestion must email Mr. Passineau at gregory.passineau@student.bostonprep.org before 

Tuesday, June 25th for approval.   

 

                                                      
1  Smith, Lorna. “Slowing the Summer Slide.” http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-
Slide.aspx 
2 “Facts about Kids and Reading” Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 

http://www.lexile.com/
mailto:gregory.passineau@student.bostonprep.org
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational
http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixs8CGgbLMAhWJZj4KHVebDIQQjRwIBw&url=http://literacyconnects.org/2013/02/celebrate-love-of-reading-month-with-literacy-connects/&psig=AFQjCNHLk5eIuQDQmY1lWaOGKqCkH6_uQA&ust=1461956093614116
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All summer reading information is also available on the school’s website, www.bostonprep.org.  We thank you for your 

continued support; if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Reading! 

  

Laurie Bacon,  ELA Department Chair    Eileen Callahan, Chief Academic Officer 
617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5313 (direct)     617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5319 (direct)   
lbacon@bostonprep.org      ecallahan@bostonprep.org 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Summer Reading Note Tracker Template 

 

Book Title: The Thing Around Your Neck     

Essential Questions: How does authority, tradition and/or social norms help create an individual's story? How do you seek 

to understand another's story? How do you choose whether or not to accept another's story? 

Themes to look for: Authority, tradition, social norms 

 

Note: The tracker below can be completed on a separate sheet or notebook. Please make sure you bring this with 

you for the first week of school! 

Direct Quotes with page numbers. Analysis in relation to themes and / or essential 
questions. 

MODEL: “He picked you up at the airport and bought you 
a big hot dog with yellow mustard that nauseated you. 
Introduction to America, he said with a laugh” (Adichie 
115). 

MODEL:  The narrator quickly realizes that the stories she 
heard of America back in Lagos were not indicative of the 
America in which she has to live.  
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Questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation about books: 

Before reading the book, ask: 

 Why did you select this book? 

 What makes you think this book is going to be interesting? 

 What do you think the book is going to be about? 

 Does this book remind you of anything you've already read or seen? 

 What kind of characters do you think will be in the book? 

 What do you think is going to happen? 
 

While reading the book, ask: 

 Will you catch me up on the story? What's happened so far? 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 If you were that character, what would you have done differently in that situation? 

 If the main character in that story lived next door, would you guys be friends? 

 What does the place look like in your head as you read? Would you want to visit there? 

 Did you learn any new words or facts so far? 
 

After finishing the book, ask: 

 What was your favorite part of the book? Why? 

 Who was your favorite character? Why? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would? 

 Did the problem of the book's plot get solved? 

 If you could change one thing in the book, what would you change? Why?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lexile.com/
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CHOICE BOOK LIST 

 

 The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 

o Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything 

but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus 

Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten.  

 Drown by Junot Diaz  

o A young Dominican immigrant recollects moments in life that molded him into what he is today. In 10 

thought provoking short stories Diaz manages to give us an account of the “American Dream” that brings 

both pain and hope to the table. With a true Dominican voice and flavor mixed with Washington Heights 

street smarts this book rings with the timber of truth. Painted with the colors of immigrant life Diaz manages 

to give us a mural that depicts the passage many of us choose, or get chosen for, through America. 

 The Kite Runner  by Khaled Hosseini  

o The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his 

father's servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being 

destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an 

exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

 The Dew Breaker by Edwidge Danticat   

o We meet him late in life: a quiet man, a good father and husband, a fixture in his Brooklyn neighborhood, a 

landlord and barber with a terrifying scar across his face. As the book unfolds, moving seamlessly between 

Haiti in the 1960s and New York City today, we enter the lives of those around him, and learn that he has 

also kept a vital, dangerous secret. 

 The Perks of Being a Wallflower  by Stephen Chbosky  

o Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means popular. Shy, 

introspective, intelligent beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught between trying to 

live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting to navigate his way through uncharted territory: the 

world of first dates and mix tapes, family dramas and new friends; the world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky 

Horror Picture Show, when all one requires is that perfect song on that perfect drive to feel infinite. But he can't 

stay on the sideline forever.  

 The Help  by Kathryn Stockett  

o Twenty-two-year-old Skeeter has just returned home after graduating from Ole Miss. Aibileen is a 

black maid, a wise, regal woman raising her seventeenth white child. Something has shifted inside her 

after the loss of her own son, who died while his bosses looked the other way. Minny, Aibileen's best 

friend, is short, fat, and perhaps the sassiest woman in Mississippi. She can cook like nobody's 

business, but she can't mind her tongue, so she's lost yet another job. Seemingly as different from one 

another as can be, these women will nonetheless come together for a clandestine project that will put them all 

at risk. And why? Because they are suffocating within the lines that define their town and their times. And 

sometimes lines are made to be crossed.   



6 
 

 

 All American Boys  by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely 

o In this Coretta Scott King Honor Award–winning novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the 

repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the country 

bitterly divided by racial tension. A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner 

bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter and 

turns their community upside down. 

 

 Fly Girl by Sherri L. Smith  

o All Ida Mae Jones wants to do is fly. Her daddy was a pilot, and years after his death she feels closest to him 

when she's in the air. But as a young black woman in 1940s Louisiana, she knows the sky is off limits to her, 

until America enters World War II, and the Army forms the WASP-Women Airforce Service Pilots. Ida has a 

chance to fulfill her dream if she's willing to use her light skin to pass as a white girl. She wants to fly more 

than anything, but Ida soon learns that denying one's self and family is a heavy burden, and ultimately it's not 

what you do but who you are that's most important. 

 Dark Dude  by Oscar Hijuelos  

o In Wisconsin, Rico could blend in. His light hair and lighter skin wouldn't make him the "dark dude" or the 

punching bag for the whole neighborhood. The Midwest is the land of milk and honey, but for Rico Fuentes, 

it's really a last resort. Trading Harlem for Wisconsin, though, means giving up on a big part of his identity. 

And when Rico no longer has to prove that he's Latino, he almost stops being one. Except he can never have 

an ordinary white kid's life, because there are some things that can't be left behind, that can't be cut loose or 

forgotten. These are the things that will be with you forever.... These are the things that will follow you a 

thousand miles away. 

 Flowers for Algernon  by Daniel Keyes  

o With more than five million copies sold, Flowers for Algernon is the beloved, classic story of a mentally disabled 

man whose experimental quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, an extraordinary lab mouse. In 

poignant diary entries, Charlie tells how a brain operation increases his IQ and changes his life. As the 

experimental procedure takes effect, Charlie's intelligence expands until it surpasses that of the doctors who 

engineered his metamorphosis. The experiment seems to be a scientific breakthrough of paramount 

importance--until Algernon begins his sudden, unexpected deterioration. Will the same happen to Charlie? 

 


