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June, 2019 

Dear Boston Prep Rising 10th grade Student and Families,  

As you know, reading is a crucial skill to be successful in school, college, and beyond.  At Boston Prep, we want all students to 

continually grow as readers.  One way we do this is through our summer reading program.  Reading during the summer 

preserves reading skills learned during the school year.  Research shows that students who read over the summer retain more 

of what they learned during the school year 1 and that “Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than 

students who read rarely and narrowly.”2  Summer reading is also a great way for students to discover new books and authors 

and to simply fall in love with a great book.   

Enclosed is a summer reading assignment and the required book to read.  Students are expected to read two books over 

the summer, one required book and one choice book.  Please review all the enclosed materials and work to 

complete all components before August 27th, 2019. Your ELA teacher will assess summer reading in class at the 

beginning of the 2019-20 school year.  Make sure you have read the required book and your choice book by the first day of 

classes.  Please make sure to return the required summer reading book to your ELA teacher at the start of the school year.  

One of the best ways to support summer reading is by simply having conversations about books.  Included with this note are 

some questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation. An outline for how student note trackers should look 

on their own college-ruled, lined paper follows this letter. A note tracker should be completed for each chapter. 

Students will be able to use these note trackers on the in-class work during the first two weeks of classes. 

RISING 10th GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read two books over the summer, one required book and one choice book.   

1. Required book:  The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

Boston Prep will loan each student a copy of this book for the summer.  Each student must return this copy to the school at 

the beginning of the school year.  Students who do not return a copy of the book in good condition will have to pay for the 

cost of the book.   

2. Choice book:  One of the books listed on the following pages 

Students may also propose a book that is not listed.  However, a student who wants to read a book that is not on the 

list or who is looking for a suggestion must see his/her ELA teacher before Wednesday, June 26, 2018 for approval.   

All summer reading information is also available on the school’s website, www.bostonprep.org.  We thank you for your 

continued support; if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Reading! 

  

Laurie Bacon,  ELA Department Chair    Eileen Callahan, Chief Academic Officer 
617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5313 (direct)     617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5319 (direct)   
lbacon@bostonprep.org      ecallahan@bostonprep.org 
 

                                                      
1  Smith, Lorna. “Slowing the Summer Slide.” http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-
Slide.aspx 
2 “Facts about Kids and Reading” Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 

http://www.lexile.com/
mailto:lbacon@bostonprep.org
mailto:ecallahan@bostonprep.org
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational
http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixs8CGgbLMAhWJZj4KHVebDIQQjRwIBw&url=http://literacyconnects.org/2013/02/celebrate-love-of-reading-month-with-literacy-connects/&psig=AFQjCNHLk5eIuQDQmY1lWaOGKqCkH6_uQA&ust=1461956093614116
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Summer Reading Note Tracker Template 

 

Book Title: The Namesake     

Essential Questions: What is the impact of culture on identity? How do individuals respond to their culture? 

Themes to look for: Identity, Belonging, and Community; Love and Personal Growth; Immigration, Isolation, and Alienation 

 

Chapter: 1 

 

Direct Quotes with page numbers. Analysis in relation to themes and / or essential 
questions. 

MODEL: “But she has gathered that Americans, in spite of 
their public declarations of affection, in spite of their 
miniskirts and bikinis, in spite of their hand-holding on the 
street and lying on top of each other on the Cambridge 
Common, prefer their privacy” (Lahiri 3). 

MODEL: Ashima Ganguli recognizes that unlike Indians, 
Americans do not actually connect with one another in any 
real and honest way. They are in fact very isolated from one 
another in a way that she does not understand. 
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Questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation about books: 

Before reading the book, ask: 

 Why did you select this book? 

 What makes you think this book is going to be interesting? 

 What do you think the book is going to be about? 

 Does this book remind you of anything you've already read or seen? 

 What kind of characters do you think will be in the book? 

 What do you think is going to happen? 
 

While reading the book, ask: 

 Will you catch me up on the story? What's happened so far? 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 If you were that character, what would you have done differently in that situation? 

 If the main character in that story lived next door, would you guys be friends? 

 What does the place look like in your head as you read? Would you want to visit there? 

 Did you learn any new words or facts so far? 
 

After finishing the book, ask: 

 What was your favorite part of the book? Why? 

 Who was your favorite character? Why? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would? 

 Did the problem of the book's plot get solved? 

 If you could change one thing in the book, what would you change? Why?  
  

http://www.lexile.com/


5 
 

CHOICE BOOK LIST 

 Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

o Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, 
self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with 
what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-
9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. Fifteen 
years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion—for each other and for their 
homeland. 
 

 Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

o Fifteen-year-old Kambili and her older brother Jaja lead a privileged life in Enugu, Nigeria. They live in 
beautiful house, with a caring family, and attend an exclusive missionary school. They're completely shielded 
from the troubles of the world. Yet, as Kambili reveals in her tender-voiced account, things are less perfect 
than they appear. Although her Papa is generous and well respected, he is fanatically religious and tyrannical 
at home-a home that is silent and suffocating. As the country begins to fall apart under a military coup, 
Kambili and Jaja are sent to their aunt, a university professor outside the city, where they discover a life 
beyond the confines of their father's authority. Books cram the shelves, curry and nutmeg permeate the air, 
and their cousins' laughter rings throughout the house. When they return home, tensions within the family 
escalate, and Kambili must find the strength to keep her loved ones together. Purple Hibiscus is an exquisite 
novel about the emotional turmoil of adolescence, the powerful bonds of family, and the bright promise of 
freedom. 

 

 Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri 

o Navigating between the Indian traditions they've inherited and the baffling new world, the characters in 
Jhumpa Lahiri's elegant, touching stories seek love beyond the barriers of culture and generations. In "A 
Temporary Matter," published in The New Yorker, a young Indian-American couple faces the heartbreak of a 
stillborn birth while their Boston neighborhood copes with a nightly blackout. In the title story, an interpreter 
guides an American family through the India of their ancestors and hears an astonishing confession. Lahiri 
writes with deft cultural insight reminiscent of Anita Desai and a nuanced depth that recalls Mavis Gallant. 
She is an important and powerful new voice. 
 

 Kaffir Boy by Mark Mathabane 

o Mark Mathabane was weaned on devastating poverty and schooled in the cruel streets of South Africa's most 
desperate ghetto, where bloody gang wars and midnight police raids were his rites of passage. Like every 
other child born in the hopelessness of apartheid, he learned to measure his life in days, not years. Yet Mark 
Mathabane, armed only with the courage of his family and a hard-won education, raised himself up from the 
squalor and humiliation to win a scholarship to an American university. 
 

 Night by Elie Wiesel 

o Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant autobiographical account of his 
survival as a teenager in the Nazi death camps. This new translation by Marion Wiesel, Elie's wife and 
frequent translator, presents this seminal memoir in the language and spirit truest to the author's original 
intent. Night offers much more than a litany of the daily terrors, everyday perversions, and rampant sadism at 
Auschwitz and Buchenwald; it also eloquently addresses many of the philosophical as well as personal 
questions implicit in any serious consideration of what the Holocaust was, what it meant, and what its legacy 
is and will be. 
 

 White Teeth by Zadie Smith 

o At the center of this invigorating novel are two unlikely friends, Archie Jones and Samad Iqbal. Hapless 
veterans of World War II, Archie and Samad and their families become agents of England’s irrevocable 
transformation. A second marriage to Clara Bowden, a beautiful, albeit tooth-challenged, Jamaican half his 
age, quite literally gives Archie a second lease on life, and produces Irie, a knowing child whose personality 
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doesn’t quite match her name (Jamaican for “no problem”). Samad’s late-in-life arranged marriage (he had to 
wait for his bride to be born), produces twin sons whose separate paths confound Iqbal’s every effort to 
direct them, and a renewed, if selective, submission to his Islamic faith. Set against London’s racial and 
cultural tapestry, venturing across the former empire and into the past as it barrels toward the future, White 
Teeth revels in the ecstatic hodgepodge of modern life, flirting with disaster, confounding expectations, and 
embracing the comedy of daily existence. 
 

 A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

o Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are two women 
brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever escalating dangers around 
them-in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters 
and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of 
the next generation. With heart-wrenching power and suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman's love for her 
family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and that in the end it is love, or even the 
memory of love, that is often the key to survival. A stunning accomplishment, A Thousand Splendid Suns is a 
haunting, heartbreaking, compelling story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship, and an indestructible 
love. 
 

 The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

o The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his 
father's servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process of being 
destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an 
exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

 Breath Eyes Memory by Edwidge Danticat 

o At the age of twelve, Sophie Caco is sent from her impoverished Haitian village to New York to be reunited 
with a mother she barely remembers. There she discovers secrets that no child should ever know, and a 
legacy of shame that can be healed only when she returns to Haiti—to the women who first reared her. What 
ensues is a passionate journey through a landscape charged with the supernatural and scarred by political 
violence. In her stunning literary debut, Danticat evokes the wonder, terror, and heartache of her native 
Haiti—and the enduring strength of Haiti’s women—with vibrant imagery and narrative grace that bear 
witness to her people’s suffering and courage. 
 

 Krik? Krak! by Edwidge Danticat 

o When Haitians tell a story, they say "Krik?" and the eager listeners answer "Krak!" In Krik? Krak! In her 
second novel, Edwidge Danticat establishes herself as the latest heir to that narrative tradition with nine 
stories that encompass both the cruelties and the high ideals of Haitian life. They tell of women who continue 
loving behind prison walls and in the face of unfathomable loss; of a people who resist the brutality of their 
rulers through the powers of imagination. The result is a collection that outrages, saddens, and transports the 
reader with its sheer beauty. 
 

 Drown  by Junot Diaz  

o A young Dominican immigrant recollects moments in life that molded him into what he is today. In 10 
thought provoking short stories Diaz manages to give us an account of the “American Dream” that brings 
both pain and hope to the table. With a true Dominican voice and flavor mixed with Washington Heights 
street smarts this book rings with the timber of truth. Painted with the colors of immigrant life Diaz manages 
to give us a mural that depicts the passage many of us choose, or get chosen for, through America. 
 

 In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 

o It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked Jeep at the bottom of 
a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The official state newspaper reports their 
deaths as accidental. It does not mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor does it explain that the sisters were 
among the leading opponents of Gen. Rafael Leonidas Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. Everybody 



7 
 

knows of Las Mariposas―“The Butterflies.” In this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four 
sisters―Minerva, Patria, María Teresa, and the survivor, Dedé―speak across the decades to tell their own 
stories, from hair ribbons and secret crushes to gunrunning and prison torture, and to describe the everyday 
horrors of life under Trujillo’s rule. Through the art and magic of Julia Alvarez’s imagination, the martyred 
Butterflies live again in this novel of courage and love, and the human cost of political oppression.   

 

 A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

o There may be as many as 300,000 child soldiers, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s, in more than fifty 
conflicts around the world. Ishmael Beah used to be one of them. He is one of the first to tell his story in his 
own words. In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-six years old, tells a riveting story. At the age of twelve, 
he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he’d been 
picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly 
terrible acts. Eventually released by the army and sent to a UNICEF rehabilitation center, he struggled to 
regain his humanity and to reenter the world of civilians, who viewed him with fear and suspicion. This is, at 
last, a story of redemption and hope. 

 

 


