
1 
 

 

 

June, 2018 

Dear Boston Prep Rising 8th grade Student and Families,  

As you know, reading is a crucial skill to be successful in school, college, and beyond.  At Boston Prep, we want all students to 

continually grow as readers.  One way we do this is through our summer reading program.  Reading during the summer 

preserves reading skills learned during the school year.  Research shows that students who read over the summer retain more 

of what they learned during the school year 1 and that “Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than 

students who read rarely and narrowly.”2  Summer reading is also a great way for students to discover new books and authors 

and to simply fall in love with a great book.   

Enclosed is a summer reading assignment and the required book to read.  Students are expected to read two books over 

the summer, one required book and one choice book.  Please review all the enclosed materials and work to 

complete all components before August 28th, 2018. Your ELA teacher will assess summer reading in class at the 

beginning of the 2018-19 school year.  Make sure you have read the required book and your choice book by the first day of 

classes.  Please make sure to return the required summer reading book to your ELA teacher at the start of the school year.  

One of the best ways to support summer reading is by simply having conversations about books.  Included with this note are 

some questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation.   

RISING 8th GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: 

1. Required book:  The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

Boston Prep will loan each student a copy of this book for the summer.  Each student must return this copy to the 

school at the beginning of the school year.  Students who do not return a copy of the book in good condition will 

have to pay for the cost of the book.   

2. Choice book:  One of the books listed on the following pages 

The choice books that teachers have selected are books that students have enjoyed reading for pleasure, span different 

genres, and represent authors from a variety of backgrounds.  Students may also propose a book that is not listed.  

However, a student who wants to read a book that is not on the list or who is looking for a suggestion must email Mr. 

Blitzer at david.blitzer@student.bostonprep.org before Monday, June 18th for approval.   

The required book for rising 8th grade students is The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie.  As you may 

know, the author has recently been accused by numerous women of sexual misconduct. Since then, Mr. Alexie issued an 

apology and admitted, “There are women telling the truth about my behavior.”  While we do not ignore, dismiss or condone 

these actions, we have chosen this summer to keep this text in our curriculum.  As a school committed to ethical development 

and lifelong learning, we question whether it is ethical to teach a book when the author who wrote it behaved unethically.   As 

a community we have and will continue to debate the inclusion of this text and other texts, of authors accused of sexual 

misconduct and other harmful actions and whether we should continue to teach the work of someone who has admittedly 

harmed others.  We don’t know the correct answer to this question yet, but we will continue to examine it collectively as a 

community.  If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please contact us. 

                                                      
1  Smith, Lorna. “Slowing the Summer Slide.” http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-
Slide.aspx 
2 “Facts about Kids and Reading” Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 

http://www.lexile.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational
http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixs8CGgbLMAhWJZj4KHVebDIQQjRwIBw&url=http://literacyconnects.org/2013/02/celebrate-love-of-reading-month-with-literacy-connects/&psig=AFQjCNHLk5eIuQDQmY1lWaOGKqCkH6_uQA&ust=1461956093614116
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All summer reading information is also available on the school’s website, www.bostonprep.org.  We thank you for your 

continued support; if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Reading! 

  

Laurie Bacon,  ELA Department Chair    Eileen Callahan, Chief Academic Officer 
617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5313 (direct)     617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5319 (direct)   
lbacon@bostonprep.org      ecallahan@bostonprep.org 
 
 

Questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation about books: 

Before reading the book, ask: 

 Why did you select this book? 

 What makes you think this book is going to be interesting? 

 What do you think the book is going to be about? 

 Does this book remind you of anything you've already read or seen? 

 What kind of characters do you think will be in the book? 

 What do you think is going to happen? 
 

While reading the book, ask: 

 Will you catch me up on the story? What's happened so far? 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 If you were that character, what would you have done differently in that situation? 

 If the main character in that story lived next door, would you guys be friends? 

 What does the place look like in your head as you read? Would you want to visit there? 

 Did you learn any new words or facts so far? 
 

After finishing the book, ask: 

 What was your favorite part of the book? Why? 

 Who was your favorite character? Why? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would? 

 Did the problem of the book's plot get solved? 

 If you could change one thing in the book, what would you change? Why?  
 

CHOICE BOOK LIST 

 Somewhere in the Darkness by Walter Dean Myers 

 

       Jimmy hasn't seen his father in nine years. But one day he comes back -- on the run from the law. Together, the two of 

them travel across the country -- where Jimmy's dad will find the man who can exonerate him of the crime for which he was 

convicted. Along the way, Jimmy discovers a lot about his father and himself -- and that while things can't always be fixed, 

sometimes they can be understood and forgiven. 
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 Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 

       In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies breed child geniuses 

and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin, is the only members of his family drafted to the 

orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training.   Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the Battle 

Room, where children play at mock battles in zero gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers, Ender 

suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure from the adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the alien 

invaders. His psychological battles include loneliness, fear that he is becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and 

fanning the flames of devotion to his beloved sister.  

 Uglies by Scott Westerfeld  

        Tally Youngblood lives in a futuristic society that acculturates its citizens to believe that they are ugly until age 16 when 

they'll undergo an operation that will change them into pleasure-seeking "pretties." Anticipating this happy transformation, 

Tally meets Shay, another female ugly, who shares her enjoyment of hoverboarding and risky pranks. But Shay also disdains 

the false values and programmed conformity of the society and urges Tally to defect with her to the Smoke, a distant 

settlement of simple-living conscientious objectors. Tally declines, yet when Shay is found missing by the authorities, Tally is 

coerced by the cruel Dr. Cable to find her and her compatriots–or remain forever "ugly." 

 Ball Don’t Lie by Matt de la Peña   

       Sticky is a beat-around-the-head foster kid with nowhere to call home but the street, and an outer shell so tough that no 

one will take him in. He started out life so far behind the pack that the finish line seems nearly unreachable. He’s a white boy 

living and playing in a world where he doesn’t seem to belong.  But Sticky can ball. And basketball might just be his ticket out . 

. . if he can only realize that he doesn’t have to be the person everyone else expects him to be.   Matt de la Peña's breakout 

urban masterpiece, Ball Don’t Lie takes place where the street and the court meet and where a boy can be anything if he puts 

his mind to it. 

 Hatchet  by Gary Paulsen  

       Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane in which he is flying 

crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a tattered Windbreaker and the 

hatchet his mother gave him as a present—and the dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart since his parent’s divorce. 

But now Brian has no time for anger, self pity, or despair—it will take all his know-how and determination, and more courage 

than he knew he possessed, to survive. 

 Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler 

       By 2025, global warming, pollution, racial and ethnic tensions and other ills have precipitated a worldwide decline. In the 

Los Angeles area, small communities hide behind makeshift walls from hordes of desperate homeless scavengers and violent 

pyromaniac addicts known as "paints" who, with water and work growing scarcer, have become increasingly aggressive. 

Lauren Olamina, a young black woman, flees when the paints overrun her community, heading north with thousands of other 

refugees seeking a better life. Lauren suffers from 'hyperempathy," a genetic condition that causes her to experience the pain 

of others as viscerally as her own--a heavy liability in this future world of cruelty and hunger. But she dreams of a better world, 

and with her philosophy/religion, Earthseed, she hopes to found an enclave which will weather the tough times and which 

may one day help carry humans to the stars. Warning: This novel contains some scenes of graphic violence and should be read 

with caution. 
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 12 Years a Slave by Solomon Northrup 

       The inspiration for the Academy Award-winning movie, this is the true story of a free African-American from New York, 

who was drugged and sold into slavery for 12 years.  This novel not only shows the resilience of one man’s quest for freedom, 

but the complexities of life for slaves and slaveowners under slavery.   Warning: This novel contains some scenes of graphic 

violence and should be read with caution. 

 Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary by Walter Dean Myers  

         Myers organizes Malcolm X's life into four stages: his childhood; his adolescence; his period of working under Elijah 

Mohammad; and his life after breaking with the Nation of Islam. Throughout, his experiences and actions are presented in a 

broader social context, from the beliefs of Marcus Garvey, who exerted such an influence upon Malcolm's parents, to the 

culture of adolescent black males in the 1930s and 1940s, to the contrasts between the Nation of Islam's views and those of 

Martin Luther King, Jr, with all the shadings in between. The author discusses the evolution in Malcolm's character, as his 

belief in Islam gradually taught him that not all whites were the enemies of African-Americans. Myers does not judge whether 

or not Malcolm X's views were better than those of King, but rather shows how both appealed to specific audiences and 

contributed to the struggles of the 1960s. 

 The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman   

        It takes a graveyard to raise a child:  Nobody Owens, known as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be completely normal if 

he didn't live in a graveyard, being raised by ghosts, with a guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living nor the dead. 

There are adventures in the graveyard for a boy. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, he will be in danger from   the man Jack—

who has already killed Bod's family. 

 In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez  

       It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked Jeep at the bottom of a 150-foot 

cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The official state newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not 

mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents of Gen. Rafael 

Leonidas Trujillo’s dictatorship. In this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four sisters―Minerva, Patria, María Teresa, and 

the survivor, Dedé―speak across the decades to tell their own stories and describe the everyday horrors of life under Trujillo’s 

rule. Through the art and magic of Julia Alvarez’s imagination, the martyred Butterflies live again in this novel of courage and 

love. 

 Go and Come Back by Joan Abelove  

       When two young anthropologists come to live in the Peruvian jungle village of Poincushmana, everyone makes a fuss – 

everyone but Alicia, who is baffled by the reaction of her tribe, the Isabo. But as the days pass, she too is drawn in by the ladies 

because they are stingy, stupid, and fun to watch. They don’t understand the Isabo and someone needs to set them straight. 

That someone, surprisingly, is Alicia. 

 If I Stay by Gayle Forman  

       The last normal moment that Mia, a talented cellist, can remember is being in the car with her family. Then she is standing 

outside her body beside their mangled Buick and her parents' corpses, watching herself and her little brother being tended by 

paramedics. As she ponders her state, Mia is whisked away to a hospital, where, her body in a coma, she reflects on the past 

and tries to decide whether to fight to live. Via Mia's thoughts and flashbacks, Forman expertly explores the teenager's life, her 

passion for classical music and her strong relationships with her family, friends and boyfriend, Adam. 


