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June, 2018 

Dear Boston Prep Rising 11th and 12th grade Student and Families,  

As you know, reading is a crucial skill to be successful in school, college, and beyond.  At Boston Prep, we want all students to 

continually grow as readers.  One way we do this is through our summer reading program.  Reading during the summer 

preserves reading skills learned during the school year.  Research shows that students who read over the summer retain more 

of what they learned during the school year 1 and that "Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than 

students who read rarely and narrowly."2  Summer reading is also a great way for students to discover new books and authors 

and to simply fall in love with a great book.   

Enclosed is a summer reading assignment and the required book to read.  Students are expected to read two books over 

the summer, one required book and one choice book.  Please review all the enclosed materials and work to 

complete all components before August 28, 2018. Your ELA teacher will assess summer reading in class at the 

beginning of the 2018-19 school year.  Make sure you have read the required book and your choice book by the first day of 

classes.  Please make sure to return the required summer reading book to your ELA teacher at the start of the school year.  

One of the best ways to support summer reading is by simply having conversations about books.  Included with this note are 

some questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation.   

RISING 11th and 12th GRADE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: 

You will read two books over the summer, one required book and one choice book.   

1. Required book:  The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz  

Boston Prep will loan each student a copy of this book for the summer.  Each student must return this copy to the school at 

the beginning of the school year.  Students who do not return a copy of the book in good condition will have to pay for the 

cost of the book.   

2. Choice book:  One of the books listed on the following pages 

Students may also propose a book that is not listed.  However, a student who wants to read a book that is not on the list 

or who is looking for a suggestion must see his/her ELA teacher before Friday, June 15, 2018 for approval.   

The required book for rising 11th and 12th grade students is The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz.  As you may 

know, the author has recently been accused by numerous women of sexual misconduct.  While we do not ignore, dismiss or 

condone these actions, we have chosen this summer to keep this text in our curriculum.  As a school committed to ethical 

development and lifelong learning, we question whether it is ethical to teach a book when the author who wrote it behaved 

unethically.   As a community we have and will continue to debate the inclusion of this text and other texts, of authors accused 

of sexual misconduct and other harmful actions and whether we should continue to teach the work of someone who has 

admittedly harmed others.  We don’t know the correct answer to this question yet, but we will continue to examine it 

collectively as a community.  If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please contact us. 

 

                                                      
1  Smith, Lorna. "Slowing the Summer Slide." http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-

Slide.aspx 
2 "Facts about Kids and Reading" Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 

http://www.lexile.com/
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational
http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf
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All summer reading information is also available on the school’s website, www.bostonprep.org.  We thank you for your 

continued support; if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Reading! 

  

Laurie Bacon,  ELA Department Chair    Eileen Callahan, Chief 
Academic Officer 
617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5313 (direct)     617.333.6688 (main) | 617.910.5319 (direct)   
lbacon@bostonprep.org      ecallahan@bostonprep.org 
 

 

Questions from www.lexile.com to help spark a conversation about books: 

Before reading the book, ask: 
● Why did you select this book? 
● What makes you think this book is going to be interesting? 
● What do you think the book is going to be about? 
● Does this book remind you of anything you've already read or seen? 
● What kind of characters do you think will be in the book? 
● What do you think is going to happen? 

 
While reading the book, ask: 

● Will you catch me up on the story? What's happened so far? 
● What do you think will happen next? 
● If you were that character, what would you have done differently in that situation? 
● If the main character in that story lived next door, would you guys be friends? 
● What does the place look like in your head as you read? Would you want to visit there? 
● Did you learn any new words or facts so far? 

 
After finishing the book, ask: 

● What was your favorite part of the book? Why? 
● Who was your favorite character? Why? 
● Why do you think the author wrote this book? 
● Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would? 
● Did the problem of the book's plot get solved? 
● If you could change one thing in the book, what would you change? Why?  

 

CHOICE BOOK LIST 

● Where Men Win Glory by Jon Krakauer 
 
Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillman is a 2009 book by writer and journalist Jon Krakauer. It details the true story of Pat 
Tillman, an American football player who left his sports career to enlist in the army after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 
For this book, Krakauer drew on Tillman’s personal journals and letters, as well as interviews with his family and the soldiers he served 
with. 

At the time of publication, the general public was aware of the basic facts of Tillman’s story. He had a multimillion-dollar contract as 
a safety for the Arizona Cardinals, but walked away from athletic glory for another kind: he enlisted in the Rangers, an elite Army unit, 
after the events of 9/11. Unfortunately, he was killed in eastern Afghanistan on April 22, 2004. Tillman’s commanders and high-up 
officials in the Bush administration claimed that he died a hero, fighting against terrorists. As it turned out, they were trying to suppress 
the truth: he was accidentally killed by fellow soldiers.  

mailto:lbacon@bostonprep.org
mailto:ecallahan@bostonprep.org
http://www.lexile.com/
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Krakauer’s mission is to tell the full story of what happened and why. He delves into Tillman’s life, documenting his early athletic 
prowess at baseball and the confidence this gave him to pursue a professional career in football later on. The point here is to create a 
profile of Tillman’s personality, a way of explaining his later decision to trade the NFL for the Army.  

Citation: http://www.supersummary.com/where-men-win-glory/summary/ 

● The Color of Water by James McBride 
 
In The Color of Water, author James McBride writes both his autobiography and a tribute to the life of his mother, Ruth McBride. Ruth 
came to America when she was a young girl in a family of Polish Jewish immigrants. Ruth married Andrew Dennis McBride, a black 
man from North Carolina. James's childhood was spent in a chaotic household of twelve children who had neither the time nor the 
outlet to ponder questions of race and identity. Ruth did not want to discuss the painful details of her early family life, when her 
abusive father Tateh lorded over her sweet-tempered and meek mother Mameh. Ruth had cut all ties with her Jewish family. 

After arriving in the United States when she was two years old, Ruth spent her early childhood traveling around the country with her 
family as her father sought employment as a rabbi. Tateh eventually gave up hope of making a living as a rabbi. He settled the family 
in Suffolk, Virginia, and opened a store in the mostly black section of town, where he overcharged his customers and expressed racist 
opinions. When Ruth was a child, Tateh sexually abused her and made harsh demands on her to work constantly in the family store. 
Tateh cheated on his wife, in an affair of which practically everyone in town was aware. Ruth's brother Sam left home at age fifteen, 
and soon after, Ruth too felt she must leave. She wanted to escape the oppressive environment of both her family and the South. She 
was also pregnant by Peter, her black boyfriend in Suffolk, and wanted to deal with the pregnancy away from her family. She took 
trips to New York to stay with relatives, and later moved permanently to Harlem. Ruth's family disowned her when she left, disgusted 
with her preference for marrying a black man instead of a Jewish man, her general failure to embrace Judaism, and her defiance of her 
father. Ruth promised her sister Dee-Dee that she would return to Suffolk, but she could not reconcile her family's desires for her life 
with her own desires for her life. She betrayed her promise to return for Dee-Dee, and her relationship with her sister suffered as a 
consequence. This separation from her family recurs throughout the memoir as a painful element in Ruth's life. 

In Harlem, Ruth met Dennis, to whom she was immediately attracted. She married him, converted to Christianity, and became very 
involved with church activities. The couple experienced a certain degree of prejudice as a result of their interracial marriage. However, 
Ruth recalls these years of her life as her happiest ones. Dennis and Ruth opened the New Brown Memorial Church together in 
memory of Reverend Brown, their favorite preacher. They had several children, and eventually moved to accommodate their growing 
family. When Ruth became pregnant with Dennis's eighth child, James, Dennis fell ill with lung cancer, and died before James was 
born. Ruth mourned his death deeply and became desperate to find a means to support herself and her eight children. She approached 
her relatives for assistance, but they refused to have any sort of contact with her. Ruth met her second husband, Hunter Jordan, soon 
after. They married and eventually had four children together. 

James weaves his own life story into his mother's story. Ruth's philosophies on race, religion, and work influence him greatly. Ruth 
always sent her children to the best schools, no matter the commute, to ensure they received the finest possible educations. She 
demanded respect and hard work from her children, and always treated them tenderly. She had an unwavering faith in God and strong 
moral convictions. To Ruth, issues of race and identity took secondary importance to moral beliefs. 

James's confusion over his identity, along with his grief for the death of his beloved stepfather, drove him to a phase of drug use and 
crime. After spending time with working with black men in Louisville, Kentucky, where his sister Jack lives, James became convinced 
of the importance of self-reliance and hard work. He began to trust in God and to work toward self-improvement, honing his skills in 
jazz music and writing. During his senior year of high school, James was pleasantly surprised when he learned he had been admitted 
to Oberlin College. He and his eleven siblings complete college and lead successful careers. Ruth remains close with her children, and, 
later, her grandchildren, holding holiday gatherings that remind James of his household during childhood: chaotic, but delightfully 
active and stimulating. 

Citation: http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/colorofwater/summary/ 

● The Audacity of Hope by Barack Obama 
 
Based on the rousing 2004 Democratic Convention keynote address that vaulted junior Illinois Senator Barack Obama to national 
prominence, the political memoir The Audacity of Hope summarizes Obama’s policy views and values. Obama published the book in 
the summer of 2006 in order to lay the foundation for his successful campaign for president of the United States. In The Audacity of 

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/colorofwater/character/james-mcbride/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/colorofwater/character/ruth-mcbride/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/colorofwater/character/andrew-dennis-mcbride/
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Hope, Obama uses his experience as a community organizer and law professor to respectfully but firmly disagree with both entrenched 
conservative and dogmatically liberal views. Instead, he proposes a pragmatic, evidence-based politics based on good will, fellow 
feeling, and a willingness to approach issues on a case-by-case basis. Reading Obama’s philosophy of government, it is easy to see the 
way these ideas influenced his two terms as our first African-American commander-in-chief. 

In the book’s first four chapters, Obama uses stories from his own campaign and senatorial experience to support his overarching 
philosophy that the best way to accomplish forward progress isn’t through tribalism and partisanship, but instead through finding 
common ground with the opposite side. His ideas descend from Bill Clinton’s earlier mostly failed attempt to forge a "Third Way" 
through an ideologically divided government. 

In arguing against extremist opinions, Obama says that democracy is best when it is a cooperative endeavor rather than a pitched fight. 
He then makes a distinction between politics and policy. Politics demands simplicity – issues are reduced to black and white terms, 
soundbites take the place of nuanced discussions – in order to create enough support to elect a politician. The problem happens when 
that politician is faced with creating policy to solve actual problems, which tend to be complex, multi-faceted, and irreducible to yes/no 
questions. 

It is because of this that we need to stop focusing on the small distinctions that separate us and instead concentrate on the core values 
that unite us as Americans – particularly, the values of community, opportunity, and freedom. But, our electoral process, which forces 
politicians to only interact with the rich donors who can fund their campaigns, makes it hard for our leaders to connect with the people 
they ostensibly represent, and as a result, politicians lose sight of these collective values and of their authentic selves. 

The fifth chapter of The Audacity of Hope is about economic and social opportunity. Obama worries that even as opportunity for 
knowledge among workers in the U.S. increases, the success trajectories available to blue- and pink-collar workers isn’t improving. 
This means that the gap between the wealthiest and poorest Americans is widening. He calls for a return to the ideals of meritocracy 
championed by Madison, Jefferson, and Lincoln. To that end, Obama argues that we need to reform our public education system, 
which right now is failing a significant portion of children. His suggestions are the merit-based teacher performance metrics that 
formed a core aspect of his educational policy as president. 

Chapter 6 is a modern version of a conversion narrative, and tells how the formerly atheist Obama gained his religious faith. At the 
same time, the chapter argues that Democrats shouldn’t be the party that eschews religion, ceding all faith-motivated voters to the 
Republicans. Still, Obama is firmly in favor of the separation of church and state and of religious tolerance for different belief systems. 

In the seventh chapter of the book, Obama tackles the question of race from his perspective as a man with a black Kenyan father and 
a white American mother. He notes how much progress the country has made towards creating more parity for people of color, but 
argues that although most forms of blatant racism no longer exist, non-white Americans still face an unfair playing field and more 
subtle types of bias. He calls on white Americans to be more vocal in their rejection of racism and bigotry, and on black people to 
reject the narrative of victimhood that can stifle potential. 

Moving away from the domestic, the eighth chapter tackles the role of the U.S. in the world. Because Obama lived in Indonesia as a 
child, he has an interesting perspective on the way America has become isolationist and ignorant of other countries and cultures. This 
is a problem because the new threats that we face are ones of ideal and harmful ideologies – ideologies that can only be combated by 
our direct soft-power involvement in the places where these movements come from. If we do not learn about the rest of the world, 
we are doomed to repeat the mistakes of the Afghanistan and Iraq wars, where we created conditions that gave rise to terrorist 
organizations like ISIS because we wanted to fight in an antiquated cold-war style. 

The last chapter addresses family structure and the personal lives of Americans. Obama grew up in a blended family, and he points 
out that nontraditional family structures and families where both parents have to work are now more common than the working-dad 
and homemaker-mom standard that most conservatives hold up as the right way to be a family unit. Rather than advocating for this 
unrealistic ideal, Obama argues for better social welfare policies, a more robust economic system, and says that he opposes any 
legislation of personal and intimate life decisions. 

The book ends with an aw-shucks-who-me epilogue in which Obama is surprised at how much attention and praise his 2004 address 
received. 

Although none of the book’s reviewers were misled about its ultimate purpose – to launch the presidential run of a relative political 
newcomer – the book did earn a lot of praise for not being the usual hastily ghost-written political biography that accompanies most 
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campaigns. Obama’s sober quest for the middle ground mixed with the groundbreaking first that his candidacy represented gave 
reviewers their own reason for hope. As summarized by Michael Tomasky in the New York Review of Books, the book demonstrates 
that Obama could well "construct a new politics that is progressive but grounded in civic traditions that speak to a wider range of 
Americans." 

Citation: http://www.supersummary.com/the-audacity-of-hope/summary/ 

● What Happened by Hillary Rodham Clinton  
 
What Happened is organized into six main parts, entitled "Perseverance", "Competition", "Sisterhood", "Idealism and Realism", 
"Frustration", and "Resilience". Each part has from two to five chapters within it. You do NOT need to read this entire book. 
Please read all chapters in "Perseverance" and then choose two additional sections from the other five listed above and 
READ ALL CHAPTERS IN THOSE OTHER TWO SECTIONS.  

The book opens with a scene from the United States presidential inauguration of 2017, attended by her and her husband, where 
Clinton watched Donald Trump take office. She begins: 

"Deep breath. Feel the air fill my lungs. This is the right thing to do. The country needs to see that our democracy still works, no 
matter how painful this is. Breathe out. Scream later." 

The book closes with a scene from a speech she gave at her alma mater Wellesley College. Clinton concludes the book with the advice 
to readers to "Keep going." 

The book is a first-person account by one of the candidates involved in the United States presidential election, 2016. Another subject 
of the book is how to get through difficult experiences. Clinton discusses her practice of yoga and her liking of chardonnay. But in 
particular, she lists a large number of books that helped her cope with the loss in one way or another. These included mysteries by 
Louise Penny, Jacqueline Winspear, Donna Leon, and Caroline and Charles Todd. They also included the Neapolitan novels of Elena 
Ferrante, the spiritual works of Henri Nouwen, and the collected poems of Maya Angelou, Marge Piercy and T. S. Eliot. 

Citation: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/What_Happened_(Clinton_book) 
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