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Boston Preparatory Charter Public School 

Middle School Summer Reading 

Students Entering 7th Grade 

Why summer reading?  All students at Boston Prep participate in summer reading for two main reasons:  

1. To preserve all the wonderful learning you did during the school year.  Research shows that students 

who read over the summer retain more of what they learned during the school year 1 and that 

“Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than students who read rarely and 

narrowly”2 

2. For the love of reading!  The choice books that teachers have selected are books that students have 

enjoyed reading for pleasure, span different genres, and represent authors from a variety of 

backgrounds.   

 

Your ELA teacher will assess summer reading in class at the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year.  Make 

sure you have read the required book and your choice book by the first day of classes.  Please speak to your 

current ELA teacher with questions about summer reading.   

You will read two books over the summer, one required book and one choice 

book. 

1. Required book:  The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake  

Boston Prep will loan each student a copy of this book for the summer.  Each student must return this copy 

to the school at the beginning of the school year.  Students who do not return a copy of the book in good 

condition will have to pay for the cost of the book.   

 

2. Choice book:  One of the books listed on the following pages.  

Students may also propose a book that is not listed.  However, a student who wants to read a book 

that is not on the list or who is looking for a suggestion must email Ms. Gaburo or Mr. Black before 

Monday, June 19th for approval.   

                                                      
1  Smith, Lorna. “Slowing the Summer Slide.” http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational 
leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-Slide.aspx 
 
2 “Facts about Kids and Reading” Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 
 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational
http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixs8CGgbLMAhWJZj4KHVebDIQQjRwIBw&url=http://literacyconnects.org/2013/02/celebrate-love-of-reading-month-with-literacy-connects/&psig=AFQjCNHLk5eIuQDQmY1lWaOGKqCkH6_uQA&ust=1461956093614116
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 Homecoming by Cynthia Voight 

o At the beginning of the summer, their mother left Dicey and her brothers and sister in a car 

in a parking lot and never came back. So Dicey led them on a long and difficult journey to 

find a home with the grandmother they'd never met.  

 City of Ember  by Jeanne DuPrau  

o It is the year 241 in the City of Ember. People are getting desperate: the canned food supply 

which was believed to be endless is shrinking rapidly; the generator for electricity that is the 

only source of light for the entire city is faltering; the potatoes in the Greenhouse are 

suffering from a strange disease. In Twelve year-old Lina and Doon are determined to find a 

way out of Ember and save the citizens of their beloved City. This adventurous story will 

keep you on the edge of your seat until the exhilarating end. 

 The Thief  by Megan Whalen Turner  

o Tales of gods and goddesses are woven throughout this story of Gen, a master thief, who is 

on an adventurous journey for his king to steal a precious stone. 

 Almost Lost: The True Story of an Anonymous Teenager’s Life on the Streets  edited by 

Beatrice Sparks 

o Fifteen-year-old Sam is in pain. He comes to the therapist's office unwillingly, angry, 

depressed, and filled with guilt over his own self-destructive behavior. This is the real-life 

story of Sam's recovery, told from tapes of his therapy sessions. It tells what drove him to 

leave home, how he survived on the street, and why he was desperate to escape from the 

brutality of the gang that had become his "family" and from the torment of his own self-

loathing.  

 Knots in my Yo-Yo String  by Jerry Spinelli  

o The author of Maniac Magee and Wringer turns regular happenings in his life, like sidewalk 

races and his first kiss, into hilarious episodes in this autobiography.  

 The Hate List  by Jennifer Brown  

o As a joke, Valerie and her boyfriend develop a list of students they hate.  However, the joke 

goes from funny to tragic when Valerie’s boyfriend then commits a school shooting, killing 

those on their hate list.  The book begins when Valerie comes back to school in the fall and 

has to face the guilt of her involvement in this tragedy. 

 The Moves Make the Man by Bruce Brooks  

o As Jerome, a black athlete, shares his skills and interest in basketball with Bix, a white 

basketball player, their friendship grows and the game becomes a reflection of both their 

lives. 
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 Upstate by Kalisha Buckhanon  

 

o A young man is sent to prison for murdering his father.  The only person who believes he 

didn’t do it: his girlfriend.  “So begins Upstate, a powerful story told through letters between 

seventeen-year-old Antonio and his sixteen-year-old girlfriend, Natasha, set in the 1990's in 

New York. Antonio and Natasha's world is turned upside down, and their young love is put 

to the test, when Antonio finds himself in jail, accused of a shocking crime. Antonio fights 

to stay alive on the inside, while on the outside, Natasha faces choices that will change her 

life” (from Amazon.com) 

 

 Slam by Walter Dean Myers 

 

o Seventeen-year-old Greg "Slam" Harris can do it all on the basketball court. He's seen 

ballplayers come and go, and he knows he could be one of the lucky ones. Maybe he'll make 

it to the top. Or maybe he'll stumble along the way. Slam's grades aren't that hot. And when 

his teachers jam his troubles in his face, he blows up. Slam never doubted himself on the 

court until he found himself going one-on-one with his own future, and he didn't have the 

ball. 

 

 After Tupac and D Foster by Jacqueline Woodson 

 

o In the New York City borough of Queens in 1996, three girls bond over their shared love of 

Tupac Shakur’s music, as together they try to make sense of the unpredictable world in 

which they live. 

 

 Life as We Knew It OR The Dead and the Gone by Susan Beth Pfeffer 

 

o Meteor has hit the moon, causing it to shift its orbit around the earth. The earth’s 

environment is thrown into chaos: Manhattan is flooded, and crops aren’t growing well. 

People are starving and crime is increasing. These related books show how 2 different teens 

survive this terrifying, very realistically-portrayed natural disaster. 

 

 Heat by Mike Lupica 

 

o Michael Arroyo lives in the shadows of Yankee Stadium, home of his heroes, but a place that 

might as well be on a different continent since he can’t afford to see the inside. He also lives 

in the shadows of his Bronx neighborhood, hiding from the bill collectors and the officials 

who would separate him from his seventeen-year-old brother if they knew the two boys 

were living on their own. Baseball is Michael’s only salvation, along with his dream of 

playing in the Little League World Series—until a rival accuses Michael of being older than 

the league limit. 

 


