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Boston Preparatory Charter Public School 

Middle School Summer Reading 

Students Entering 6th Grade 

Why summer reading?  All students at Boston Prep participate in summer reading for two main reasons:  

1. To preserve all the wonderful learning you did during the school year.  Research shows that students 

who read over the summer retain more of what they learned during the school year 1 and that 

“Students who read widely and frequently are higher achievers than students who read rarely and 

narrowly”2 

2. For the love of reading!  The choice books that teachers have selected are books that students have 

enjoyed reading for pleasure, span different genres, and represent authors from a variety of 

backgrounds.   

 

Your ELA teacher will assess summer reading in class at the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year.  Make 

sure you have read the required book and your choice book by the first day of classes.  Please speak to your 

current ELA teacher with questions about summer reading.   

 

You will read TWO books for summer reading! One has been chosen for you. 

You may choose the other book from the list included below. 

 

BOOK ONE: Required book:  Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes  

Boston Prep will loan each student a copy of this book for the summer.  Each student must return this copy 

to the school at the beginning of the school year.  Students who do not return a copy of the book in good 

condition will have to pay for the cost of the book.   

 

BOOK TWO: Choice book:  One of the books listed on the following pages 
 

We will be doing a small project on your choice book during the first week of school! 

                                                      
1  Smith, Lorna. “Slowing the Summer Slide.” http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational 
leadership/dec11/vol69/num04/Slowing-the-Summer-Slide.aspx 
2 “Facts about Kids and Reading” Scholastic  http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf 
 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational
http://balancedreading.com/Scholastic_reading_facts.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixs8CGgbLMAhWJZj4KHVebDIQQjRwIBw&url=http://literacyconnects.org/2013/02/celebrate-love-of-reading-month-with-literacy-connects/&psig=AFQjCNHLk5eIuQDQmY1lWaOGKqCkH6_uQA&ust=1461956093614116
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CHOICE BOOK LIST 

 
 

 Wonder by R.J. Palacio (realistic fiction) 

August is a 10-year-old boy with a facial deformity that causes others to avoid and even shun him. When 

he enters a mainstream school, Auggie must learn to cope with difficult new situations and new people. 

The narrative is told from the perspectives of Auggie, his new friends, his sister, and her boyfriend. 

 

 Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate (realistic fiction- immigrant story) 

Kek, a young Sudanese refugee, is haunted by guilt that he survived. He saw his father and brother killed, 

and he left his mother behind when he joined his aunt's family in Minnesota. Kek makes some silly 

mistakes, as when he puts his aunt's dishes in the washing machine. But he gets a job caring for an elderly 

widow's cow that reminds him of his father's herds, and he helps his cousin, who lost a hand in the 

fighting. He finds kindness in his fifth-grade ESL class, and also racism, and he is astonished at the 

diversity he finds in America.  

 

 The Name of this Book is Secret  by Pseudonymous Bosch (mystery, comedy) 

Warning: this description has not been authorized by Pseudonymous Bosch. As much as he'd love to sing the praises 

of his book (he is very vain), he wouldn't want you to hear about his brave 11-year old heroes, Cass and 

Max-Ernest. Or about how a mysterious box of vials, the Symphony of Smells, sends them on the trail of 

a magician who has vanished under strange (and stinky) circumstances. And he certainly wouldn't want 

you to know about the hair-raising adventures that follow and the nefarious villains they face. You see, 

not only is the name of this book secret, the story inside is, too. For it concerns a secret. A Big Secret. 

 

 Hoot, Scat, Chomp, or Flush by Carl Hiaasen (mystery, comedy) 

In all of these eco-mysteries, children set out to protect wildlife and expose environmental criminals. In 

Hoot, Roy attempts to save burrowing owls; In Flush, Noah and Abbey gather evidence that a casino 

empties bilge tanks around the Florida Keys; Nick and Marta investigate a fire near a wildlife preserve in 

Scat; and Wahoo Cray struggles to control his father's temper in Chomp. 

 

 Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson (realistic fiction)  

When Lonnie was seven years old, his parents died in a fire. Now he's eleven, and he still misses them 

terribly. And he misses his little sister, Lili, who was put into a different foster home because "not a lot of 

people want boys that ain't babies." But Lonnie hasn't given up. His foster mother, Miss Edna, is growing 

on him. She's already raised two sons and she seems to know what makes them tick. And his teacher, Ms. 

Marcus, is showing him ways to put his jumbled feelings on paper. 
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 The Crossover or Booked  by Kwame Alexander (realistic fiction, sports) 

The Crossover: Twins Josh and Jordan are junior high basketball stars, thanks in large part to the 

coaching of their dad, a former professional baller, and the firm, but loving support of their assistant-

principal mom. Josh, better known as Filthy McNasty, earned his nickname for his enviable skills on the 

court: "…when Filthy gets hot/He has a SLAMMERIFIC SHOT." In this novel, written like song lyrics, 

the brothers deal with love, basketball, and growing apart from each other for the first time. 

Booked: Soccer, family, love, and friendship take center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of 

words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his 

dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping 

librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.   

 

 Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling (fantasy, action) 

Harry Potter has no idea how famous he is. That's because he's being raised by his miserable aunt and 

uncle who are terrified Harry will learn that he's really a wizard, just as his parents were. But everything 

changes when Harry is summoned to attend an infamous school for wizards, and he begins to discover 

some clues about his illustrious birthright. From the surprising way he is greeted by a lovable giant, to the 

unique curriculum and colorful faculty at his unusual school, Harry finds himself drawn deep inside a 

mystical world he never knew existed and closer to his own noble destiny. 

 

 The Tail of Emily Windsnap by Liz Kessler (fantasy, action)  

Seventh-grader Emily Windsnap has never learned to swim, even though she and her mother live on a 

houseboat. When she finally takes a swimming class at school, her legs turn into a fishtail! Soon, she is 

secretly gliding through the ocean as a mermaid. Below the waves, she meets Shona, also 12, who takes 

her to mermaid school and leads her on several adventures. When Emily learns the intriguing history of 

the Shiprock community and of illegal marriages between humans and merpeople, she begins to look for 

her merman father.  

 

 Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis (historical fiction, comedy)  

A 10-year-old boy in Depression-era Michigan sets out to find the man he believes to be his father. 

Guided only by a flier for one of Calloway's shows--a small, blue poster that had mysteriously upset his 

mother shortly before she died--Bud sets off to track down his supposed dad, a man he's never laid eyes 

on. Bud-not-Buddy gets into all sorts of trouble along the way, barely escaping a monster-infested 

woodshed, visiting a cardboard jungle, and stealing a vampire's car… 
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 Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo (survival, adventure) 

When narrator Michael and his dog, Stella, fall off his family’s boat during a terrible storm at sea, he ends 

up stranded on an island. The young boy does not know how to survive on his own but is rescued by 

Kensuke, an old Japanese man who supplies him with food and water, from a distance. He and Michael 

eventually forge a friendship in which Kensuke teaches the boy both survival skills and life lessons. 

 

 The Maze Runner by James Dashner (fantasy, action) 

Thomas wakes up in an elevator, remembering nothing but his own name. He emerges into a world of 

about 60 teen boys who have learned to survive in a strange environment without any adult assistance. A 

new boy arrives every 30 days. The original group has been in "the glade" for two years, trying to find a 

way to escape through a dangerous maze that surrounds their living space. They have begun to give up 

hope. Then a comatose girl arrives with a strange note, and their world begins to change.  

 

 Becoming Naomi Leon  by Pam Munoz Ryan (realistic fiction) 

Half-Mexican Naomi Soledad, 11, and her younger disabled brother, Owen, have been brought up by 

their tough, loving great-grandmother in a California trailer park, and they feel at home in the multiracial 

community. Then their alcoholic mom reappears after seven years with her slimy boyfriend, hoping to 

take Naomi (not Owen) back and collect the welfare check. Determined not to let that happen, Gram 

drives the trailer across the U.S.-Mexico border to a barrio in Oaxaca to search for the children's dad at 

the city's annual Christmas arts festival.  

 

 The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate (animal fiction) 

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan the 

gorilla has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. 

Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he 

meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through new 

eyes. 

 

 


