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Summer 2009 
 
Dear Rising Ninth Grader, 
 
Welcome to high school! This year we will focus on some new and exciting works of 
literature. We will also continue your education in writing, both creatively and analytically. 
One of the big changes from middle school is that we will be doing all these things in one 
class – English – rather than separate reading and writing classes. In order for you to prepare 
for the upcoming year, you must complete some work over the summer. 
 
The purposes of our summer literacy program for BPCPS students are to promote continuous 
reading habits, to encourage reading for pleasure, to maintain writing skills, and to establish a 
springboard for class discussion in the fall. Our goal is to develop independent readers and 
writers who will continue good literacy habits because they find personal value in reading 
and sharing books. The skill of being able to read and write independently is an important 
one for anyone who is going to succeed in college. 
 
All rising ninth graders will read Somewhere in the Darkness by Walter Dean Myers 
and A Separate Peace by John Knowles.  
 
Please put the same effort into these assignments as you would put into your everyday work 
at BPCPS. Remember, this is your first graded English assignment of the ninth grade! Make 
it SPECTACULAR!  
 
This is a required assignment; it is due on THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. No late work 
will be accepted. 
 
See you in the fall! 
 
 
 
Ms. Colley  
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Assignment One: Somewhere in the Darkness 
 

 In Somewhere in the Darkness, Crab and Jimmy go on a road trip.  At different times in the story, they 
are in different places in the U.S.  On the map, show where Crab and Jimmy go on their trip.  Number 
the location on the map for some of the stops along the way.  You should identify 4 or more places on 
the map where they travel.  For each place that you number on the map, you should have an entry on 
the chart below, a 2-3 sentence summary of what happens at that place and what page that can be found 
on in your book. You should have the same number of entries as you do numbers on the map.   

 
Map # Summary of what happens in this place Page # 
1  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______ 

2  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______ 

3  

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______ 

4  
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______ 

5  
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______ 

6  
_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______ 



 3

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your map should have at least the numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 on it. 

ME 

NY 

MA 

OH 

IN 
IL  

MO 

AR 

LA 

MS 

TN 

AL GA 

FL 

SC 

NC 

KY 

IA 

VA 
WV 

PA 

CT 

NJ 

WI 

MN MI 

VT 

NH 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

Boston 

New York City 

Memphis 

Atlanta 

New Orleans 

Miami 

Chicago 

St. Louis 

Little Rock 



 4

 
Assignment Two: A Separate Peace 
 
For this assignment, you will be plotting the journey of Gene in A Separate Peace.  More 
important than the physical journey he goes on is what he learns along the way.  You will 
be writing entries in a journal after each chapter that keep track of how he is changing. 
There are 13 chapters, and so there will be 13 entries. The first one is done for you, and 
you will write the ones for Chapters 2-13.  
 
For each entry, you will want to note important information like 

• What Gene might be thinking and on what page you found that information; 

• How he acts and on what page you found that information; 

• What he says that is important and on what page you found that information; 

• Any mental or emotional change and on what page you found that information. 
 
The purpose of this assignment is for you to make comments about the main character 
throughout the story.  Because of that, you will want to work on this assignment at the 
same time that you are reading A Separate Peace.  This is not a plot summary.  It is 
more important to say what you know about Gene than to write everything that happens 
in the story.  It is okay to use bullet points, but you can also write in paragraphs. 
 

Chapter Entry 

1 
 
 

    In the first part (pages 9-14), Gene returns to Devon, his old school, fifteen years after 
leaving. He is probably in his early 30s. He thinks it has changed since he was a student: 
some parts are cleaner, other parts seem smaller. (The marble stairs seem hard page 11, 
the tree is different page 14.) He remembers that everyone was excited about/afraid of the 
war. It also feels like there is something he isn’t telling us. Out of nowhere, he mentions 
“death by violence” at the end of the section. (page 14) 
    In the second part (starting on page 14), Gene is a teenager in the summer of 1942. 
He’s probably sixteen, because on page 15 it says the seventeen year olds “had a crucial 
year’s advantage over us.” Finny (Phineas), his friend, clearly has some power over 
Gene: Finny pressures him into jumping out of the tree and having a wrestling match that 
makes them late. Gene was scared of the tree (he says he is trying to be less scared 
page 15), and he is very excited about jumping page 17. He’s upset that Finny reminds 
him that he was “shamed” into jumping, but he knows it is true page 18. 
    Their friendship seems like a good one, but the feeling from the first section makes me 
think something upsetting is going to happen. 

2  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
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3  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

4  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

5  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
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6  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

7  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

8  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
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9  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

10  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

11  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
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12  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

13  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  
 


